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Greater Rochester Enterprise’s 

Mission

Greater Rochester Enterprise (GRE) 
supports business attraction and expansion, 
as well as entrepreneurship and innovation.

GRE collaborates with companies, 

universities, not-for-profit organizations and 

government leaders to deliver a unified 

approach to regional economic 

development.
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Finger Lakes Region

Finger Lakes Region • Population: 1,189,334

• Total Workforce:       614,400

• Geographic Size:

Comprised of 9 counties in 

Upstate New York:

Genesee, Livingston, Monroe, 

Ontario, Orleans, Seneca, 

Wayne, Wyoming and Yates 

Source: U.S. Census data, July 2007 estimates for population; NYS Dept of Labor, December 2008 
for workforce
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Serve as a matchmaker 

Support to Existing Companies

• Aggressively promoted emerging market opportunities in 

green tech sectors since early 2003

• Introduced Gleason Corp. to a business partner 

opportunity through GE Energy 

• Working with Eastman Kodak to promote and market 

Eastman Business Park

• Connect local companies with key government officials

• Collaborate with local partners to conduct events that 

support and stimulate more startups
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GRE’s Strategic Priorities

Pillars to Drive Economic Growth

• Attract new companies to our region

• Support newly formed and emerging growth companies 

within our region

• Retain existing companies in our region, and help them 

expand their operations here
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GRE’s Business Attraction Thrusts

Target growing companies in key industries that can 

leverage our region’s core assets

• Optics, Photonics and Imaging

• Biotech/Medical Devices

• Food and Beverage Manufacturing

• Green Tech

Maximize the use of existing assets (plant, property & human 

resources)
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Core Strengths to Support Strategic 

Direction

• Materials and precision manufacturing expertise

• Highly-skilled and well-educated workforce

• Legacy of innovation; Leader in patents per worker

• Strong service sector including healthcare, education, 

financial services, IT and telecom

• Rich agricultural assets

• Concentration of companies in each of the four key 

sectors
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Leverage Upstate NY’s Technical 

Expertise

• Buffalo, Rochester, and Syracuse often ranked 

among top 25-50 tech regions in the U.S.

• Collectively these three markets are a top 10 tech 

region in the U.S.

• Based on size, capabilities and assets

• Lower wages and operating costs along with 

knowledge-based workforce give this “super region” 

a competitive advantage
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Competitive Advantages

• Workforce – “Labor Cubed”

 High caliber – skilled and educated

 Available

 Competitive wages

• Size, breadth, and quality of higher education

• Proximity to major metropolitan areas without the high 
cost

 Rochester is within 500 miles of 1/3 of the US and 
Canadian population

• Availability of

 Other regions of the country envy our water supply

Fresh Water



10

Region Emerging As Green Tech 

Leader

• Biofuels: 50M gal ethanol plant operational.  

Local companies working on cellulosic 
technologies

• Fuel Cells: GM and Delphi development centers, 
University of Rochester and RIT fuel cell R&D        
activity here



11

Fuel Cell Company Spotlight -

General Motors Corp.

• GM’s Honeoye Falls Fuel Cell 
Activities Center is one of only 
four such sites in the world. 
Local team an integral part of 
the auto giant’s research and 
development activities.

• Project Driveway:  GM building 
100+ Chevrolet Equinox fuel 
cell vehicles. A variety of 
drivers – in differing driving 
environments – will operate 
these vehicles and refuel with 
hydrogen in several different 
geographic areas.
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Fuel Cell Company Spotlight –

Delphi Corp.

• Local Delphi Technology 
Center is the corporation’s 
leading site for fuel cell 
development; working on solid 
oxide fuel cells for application in 
the transportation and 
stationary markets.

• Delphi awarded $3 million from 
the fiscal year 2008 U.S. Dept. 
of Defense Appropriations Bill 
for Delphi’s Accelerating Fuel 
Cells Manufacturability.  This 
will enable Dept. of Defense to 
advance fuel cell manufacturing 
feasibility and readiness for 
field testing.  
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Region Emerging As Green Tech 

Leader

• Solar: Optics expertise for concentrating 

applications.  Thin film and roll-to-roll manufacturing 

expertise.  Organic solar cell invented here.

• Wind: Multiple wind farms. Local manufacturers 

making supply chain components
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Dairy Hills Wind Farm, Wyoming County

 Horizon Wind Energy plans to install turbines over approximately 7,300 acres 

of land leased from landowners. The turbines would likely remove no more 
than 

40 acres of agricultural land from production.

 Potential project size:  68 turbines, 120 MW

 Number of houses served:  35,000 New York homes

Noble Bliss Windpark, Wyoming County

 Potential project size:  67 turbines, 100.5 MW

Noble Wethersfield, Towns of Wethersfield and Eagle in Wyoming 

County
 Potential project size:  85 turbines, 127.5 MW

 Number of houses served:  42,500 homes

Wethersfield Wind Farm, Wyoming County

 Working wind farm with 10 turbines, 6.6 MW 

 Number of houses served:  3,200 homes

Current Wind Farms and Projects

In all …
• 230+ turbines

• 354.6 MW

• 80,000+ homes 

served



15

Wind Company Spotlight -

Gleason Corporation

• A Rochester-based global leader 
in the technology of gearing. 
Products and services include 
machinery for the production, 
finishing and testing of gears and 
gear manufacturing.

• Gleason has started 
manufacturing large wind turbine 
gears. 

• Gleason manufacturing 
equipment is used by Hansen 
Transmissions – one of the 
world’s leading gear 
manufacturers for wind turbines.
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University Research and 

Technology Centers

• Rochester Institute of Technology

• University of Rochester

• Alfred University

• Cornell University

• Several Community Colleges
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Rochester Institute of Technology
Golisano Institute for Sustainability
The education, research, and technology transfer at the Golisano Institute for Sustainability (GIS) 
applies a systems approach to industrial optimization while simultaneously addressing:
Material flow

Energy utilization

Societal needs

Ecological impacts

Technology and policy

Economies of sustainable business practices

Center for Integrated Manufacturing Studies:
CIMS’s mission is to increase competitiveness of manufacturers through applied technology and 

training.  CIMS represents a dynamic collaboration of in-house technical experts, as well as 

academic, industry and government resources. CIMS’ major programs include:
Center for Excellence in Lean Enterprise

Imaging Products Laboratory

Manufacturing Technologies Program

National Center for Remanufacturing and Resource Recovery

Occupational Safety and Ergonomics Excellence Program

Sustainable Systems Research Center

Systems Modernization and Sustainment Center

CIMS is a technical affiliate to the Renewable Energy Network of Entrepreneurs in Western New 

York (RENEW-NY), a consortia of renewable start-up companies and regional technology 

incubators and economic development leaders.  Through affiliation with RENEW-NY, CIMS has 

helped renewable energy companies test/validate technology in an independent facility. 
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Rochester Institute of Technology

NanoPower Research Labs is dedicated to the

development of new materials and devices for power 

generation and storage for microelectronic components and

micro-electromechanical systems (MEMS). A premium is

placed on size, weight, and flexibility in power system

design for most microsystems. Our focus is to develop the

materials and devices that are compatible with these

microsystem constraints by exploiting the potential

opportunities afforded to us through nanostructured

materials and nanotechnology.  

Research topics include:

• Carbon Nanotube Li Ion Batteries 

• Integrated Microelectronic Power Supplies 

• Quantum Dot Solar Cells 

• SiC Solar Cells 

• Scanning Tunneling Optical Spectroscopy 

• Alpha and Beta-Voltaics 

• Microelectronic Thin Film Fuel Cells 

• Carbon Nanotube-Polymer Composites 

• SWCNT Based Gas and biosensors 

• Carbon Nanotube-Polymer Actuators 

• Carbon Nanotube Supercapacitors 

• SiC Nanotubes 

• Next Generation of PV Materials 

• Thermionic and Thermoelectric Devices

Advanced Fuel Cell 
Research Lab:
Undergraduate, graduate 

education and professional 

development in all fuel cell 

technologies. The lab is a 

center for industry and 

government-funded applied 

research into fuel cell 

technology for automotive and 

stationary power-generation 

applications.



19

• $388 million in Research Funding

• Top 50 U.S. Engineering School

(US News & World Report, 2008)

• The Energy Research Initiative
– Established in 2007

– Focus areas:

• Solar Energy

• Hydrogen Fuel

• Fusion Energy

• Energy Efficiency and Conservation

• Economic and Public Policy   

University of Rochester
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Attraction Projects Underway

GRE currently managing 16 active projects

• Potential for 
$1.8 Billion 
in new 
investment

• Potential for 
creation of 
5,962 new 
jobs

GRE manages

seamless and timely

response; conducts

research and prepares

proposals 

Detailed response

issued – typically

within 72 hours

Leads from:

9 County IDAs

ESD

GRE’s Proactive Outreach

Local Business Leaders

Site Selectors
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Business Attraction Projects 

Underway

Helios

• International solar company intends to create a 
thin film solar manufacturing plant as a joint 
venture with glass manufacturer

• Potential for $530 Million capital investment and 
creation of 350 jobs 

• Second site visit on December 9 – also 
considering site options in New Mexico and Texas 
and raising capital for project 
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Business Attraction Projects 

Underway

Barracuda

• High tech manufacturer seeking an existing 260,000 
sq ft facility or 20 acres for a build to suit option 
that includes another 20 acres for expansion

• Facility would produce green building products 
that reduce utility costs for institutional, 
commercial, industrial and residential buildings

• Potential investment of $110 million and creation of 
160 new jobs
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Business Attraction Projects 

Underway

Apex 

• Solar panel manufacturer seeking 650,000 sq ft 

facility 

• Skilled workforce is critical to the operation 

• Potential investment of $500 million and creation of 

1,000 new jobs
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Business Attraction Projects 

Underway

Pilgrim

• Corporate data center prospect looking for existing 

150,000 sq. ft. facility or 30 to 60 acres 

• Seeking ways to lower operating cost via 

alternative energy such as hydropower; also 

interested in region because of cooler climate 

• Potential investment of $160 million and creation of 

25 new jobs
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What You Can Do To Help

Be an Ambassador
Be positive about our Region and convey the many 
reasons you live and work here to clients and 
colleagues throughout the world.

Be a Match

Connect businesses with resources to help them thrive 
in the Greater Rochester Region.

Do you have a client in another Region who is 
expanding?   Ask them to consider Rochester.

Be a Rainmaker
Take action to create opportunities for new and 
established businesses.

 Look for a local supplier before partnering with 
someone outside the Region.

maker
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Regional Vision

Greater Rochester is the most 

collaborative region in the world, 

with a passionate focus on 

enhancing economic success.
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Questions?

Greater Rochester Region


